
Senior Parent 
Meeting



What Do You Want to Do?
• College?
• Military?
• Trade School?
• Workforce?
• Still thinking about it? 

There Is A Place For Everyone! 



SchooLinks – Where all Roads Lead
SchooLinks is the FBISD software platform that supports students as 
they navigate their college and career planning process
• Students access SchooLinks through Clever (1Link)

oParents can also access SchooLinks with a claim code from their student

• Students will use SchooLinks for
o Submitting verification for financial aid
oResearching and applying for scholarships
oManaging their college applications
oRequesting their transcripts & letters of recommendation
o Submitting enrollment decisions and requesting final transcripts

https://app.schoolinks.com/login/k12


REQUIRED SchooLinks Tasks
Fall

• Create a SMART Goal for this year
• Update Profile and Resume
• Explore Careers
• Update Post-secondary Goal
• Set up Scholarship Match Profile
• Complete FAFSA/TASFA

Spring
• Upload Proof of FAFSA/TASFA Completion
• Record College Acceptances
• Add College Financial Aid Letters & 

Scholarships
• Setup Personal Account for Alumni Access
• **Senior Year End Activity**



How to Setup College Application Manager

• https://youtu.be/LySZPqqwTVE?feature=shared
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https://youtu.be/LySZPqqwTVE?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/LySZPqqwTVE?feature=shared


Military 



Military Service
• Military academies are highly competitive and prepare students for service in 

the officer corps of the Army, Navy or Air Force
• The US Military Academy at West Point, the US Naval Academy, the US Air Force Academy

• The Reserved Officer Training Corps is a college-based program for training 
commissioned officers of the United States armed forces. 

• The ROTC scholarship is viable at many different colleges and universities and includes full 
tuition benefits

• Enlistment in active duty or in the reserves requires a commitment for 4-5 
years, depending on the branch

• Ms. Walea can assist with:
• Connecting you with a local recruiter
• Helping to identify the variety of MOSs available that are tailored to your skill set
• Registration for ASVAB administration to identify an appropriate military career
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Interested in taking the ASVAB?
• Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery - an exam given for those interested in 

military enlistment to show aptitudes for an individual.  
o Scores determine what military jobs a student may be able to pursue.  

• ACHS plans to host the ASVAB early next semester. (Date to be determined)
• Students can register to be on the list of students testing by scanning the QR Code 
• ASVAB Registration Link
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https://forms.office.com/r/45wrJ8MWfC?origin=lprLink
https://forms.office.com/r/45wrJ8MWfC?origin=lprLink


Career



Considering going into the Workforce?
• Research Careers That Match Your Interests

• Use tools like SchooLinks, Texas Reality Check or CareerOneStop
• Ask yourself: What am I good at? What do I enjoy?

•  Build Your Resume
• Include part-time jobs, internships, volunteering, and leadership roles
• Track your skills and accomplishments

• Gain Experience
• Look for summer jobs, apprenticeships, or job shadowing
• Attend career fairs or industry panels

• Learn About Certification Programs
• Explore trade schools and community college programs
• Check out dual credit or CTE pathways ACHS offers

• Talk to People in the Field
• Conduct informational interviews
• Ask teachers, family, or mentors about their career paths
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So What Should I 
Do…and When?



March-August 2025

• Make your college or trade school list based on your goals
• Request fee waivers for college entrance exams or application fees
• Take or schedule your ACT and/or SAT
• Write your college essays
• Update your resume
• Tour your schools if you haven’t already
• Consider which teachers you will approach about writing letters of 

recommendation
• Create your account on your application platform of choice
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September-October 2025

• Reapply for free/reduced lunch if you qualify
• Continue to work on your applications on your platform of choice
• Attend the district college fair on October 1 (Bush HS) or 8 (Hightower HS)
• Complete your FAFSA/TASFA (October) and upload proof in SchooLinks to 

satisfy graduation requirement
• Update your SchooLinks account with your personal email address
• Request teacher letters of recommendation in SchooLinks
• Request counselor recommendations and/or School Reports in 

SchooLinks
• Request initial transcripts in SchooLinks
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Q2



November 2025 - February 2026

• Start applying for school-based scholarships
• Submit applications to colleges with November-February deadlines 

to ensure you don’t miss out on scholarships
• Take the ASVAB if you are planning on joining the military
• Ensure mid-year transcripts are sent to your schools who require 

them (mid-January)
• Bookmark all portals and save the passwords to them
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Q3



March 2025 - May 2026

• Apply for housing
• Take the TSI if necessary
• Submit all scholarships earned into SchooLinks
• Make final transcript request in SchooLinks
• Register for New Student Orientation at your university
• Schedule your meningitis shot
• Request OnRamps or Dual Credit transcripts from UT or HCC
• Graduate and celebrate! 
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Helpful Handouts



Senior Timeline

The FOUR QUARTERS of 
Senior Year Sheet

https://www.fortbendisd.com/cms/lib/TX01917858/Centricity/Domain/21177/The%20Four%20Quarters%20of%20Senior%20Year%2025-26.pdf
https://www.fortbendisd.com/cms/lib/TX01917858/Centricity/Domain/21177/The%20Four%20Quarters%20of%20Senior%20Year%2025-26.pdf


College Information Tracker
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Finding Rank, Quartile, & GPA
• Login to SchooLinks
• Go to “Student”
• Click “Scores & Performance”
• It will be at the top!

Finding SAT Score
• Follow the steps 

below;

https://www.fortbendisd.com/cms/lib/TX01917858/Centricity/Domain/21177/College%20Info%20Tracker.pdf


Automatic Admission Requirements
 What’s a quartile?

- A quartile is just a fancy word for one-fourth (25%) of your class.
Think of your class like a pizza cut into 4 equal slices:

• Top 25% = 1st Quartile

• Top 50% = 2nd Quartile

• Top 75% = 3rd Quartile

• 100% = 4th Quartile

 How do you figure out your quartile?

1. Take your class rank

2. Divide it by the total number of students in your class

3. Turn that number into a percentage

• Example:
If you’re ranked 322 out of 552 students:
322 ÷ 552 = 0.58 → That’s 58%
You are in the 3rd quartile (because you're between 50% and 75%)
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https://www.fortbendisd.com/cms/lib/TX01917858/Centricity/Domain/21177/2025-2026%20College%20Entrance%20Requirements-%20NOT%20Finalized%2020250821.pdf


Making a List of 
Colleges and Trade 

Schools in 
SchooLinks



How To Make A College List

• Plan to make a list of 5-7 schools
• Two Target Schools, 1 Reach School, two Safety/Likely Schools

• In SchooLinks, click on Colleges/School Search
• Adjust the filters to meet your needs, based on School Type, 

Campus Location, Acceptance Rates and more
• Click the heart to add any school to your list of favorites
• Go to Final List and add the colleges from your Favorites list to one 

of the four categories
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College Admissions 
and Enrollment 

Exams



College Entrance Exams

• Some schools are test-required, some are test-optional
• Be sure you know what is required for your schools of choice

• Students send their own scores via MySAT.org or MyACT.org
• ACHS cannot send them. Same goes for AP exam scores.

• Most schools accept either the SAT or the ACT
• All FBISD juniors took the SAT on March 5, 2025
• Test scores can be used for merit-based scholarships
• Test scores can be used for TSI exemption at public Texas schools

• Students on free/reduced lunch are eligible for a fee waiver
• Reach out to Ms. Walea for fee waivers 
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ACHS SAT/ACT Flyer

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGxTcFf1rA/EN3Ak18RccSUBmrifHPRfg/view?utm_content=DAGxTcFf1rA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=ha3936acd4c


Apply for F/R Lunch!
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• If your student qualifies for 
F/R lunch, their SAT and ACT 
fees along with many college 
application fees could be 
waived!

• Eligible students 
must indicate their desire to 
use a fee waiver in 
SchooLinks for College apps.

https://www.schoolcafe.com/fbisd


College Enrollment Benchmarks

• Many schools require that students demonstrate college readiness 
in order to enroll in classes

• Enrollment is different than admission

• Texas public colleges and universities require students to exhibit this 
through test scores
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CCMR Cords
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• Students who meet any of 
the CCMR 
requirements also earn 
their name on the CCMR 
Wall of Fame!



Texas College Bridge
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• Online college preparatory courses meant 
to set students up for post-secondary 
success.

• Plus, when they graduate high school, 
students can earn a TSI exemption at more 
than 100 partnering colleges and 
universities across Texas.

• To enroll, students should go to their 
counselor's office for an Off-Campus or 
Office Aide form. After the form is 
submitted, the counselor will review it and 
determine on a case-by-case basis if the 
class can be added to the student’s 
schedule.

https://texascollegebridge.org/higher-ed/#partner-map


Creating Your 
Application



College Application Platforms
• ApplyTexas

• www.applytexas.org
• All Texas public and most Texas private colleges and universities

• Common App
• www.commonapp.org
• 20 Texas universities and more than 1000 others worldwide

•  Coalition Application
• www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org
• Six Texas universities and more than 175 others nationally

• Common Black College Application
• www.commonblackcollegeapp.com/ 
• More than 50 HBCUs on one application

• College and university websites
• Many schools have their own application process

• Regardless of which platform you choose, please create your account with your personal email address
• Your school email address will shut down at graduation and you might need access to these sites afterward
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http://www.applytexas.org/
http://www.applytexas.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
http://www.commonblackcollegeapp.com/
http://www.commonblackcollegeapp.com/


Helpful YouTube Videos
ApplyTexas Account Creation Video
• https://youtu.be/2XIMav-

6wS0?feature=shared

Common App Account Creation Video
• https://youtu.be/1m9ypUv9Lpk?feat

ure=shared

https://www.youtube.com/@ACHS_CCR_Center
https://youtu.be/2XIMav-6wS0?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/2XIMav-6wS0?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/2XIMav-6wS0?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/2XIMav-6wS0?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/1m9ypUv9Lpk?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/1m9ypUv9Lpk?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/1m9ypUv9Lpk?feature=shared
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The College 
Application Process



College Application Process

• Submit your application using your platform of choice
• Make sure that your application is listed in SchooLinks
• Log in to your college portals as soon as you receive login 

information
• Pay your application fee or request a fee waiver in SchooLinks
• Send test scores through College Board or ACT, if applicable
• Request teacher/counselor recommendations in person and follow 

up with SchooLinks request
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College Application Deadline Types
• Early Decision

• A binding commitment in which if you are accepted, you are obligated to attend
• You can only apply to one school
• Most ED deadlines are in November. Only apply if school is your top choice and you are sure you 

will attend
• Early Action

• Non-binding commitment and you can apply to multiple schools
• Most EA deadlines are in November-January
• Restricted Early Action allows only one application but is not binding like ED

• Priority
• Non-binding and you can apply to multiple schools
• Most Priority deadlines are in November or December and will provide early consideration for 

scholarships
• Regular

• Deadlines are in January or February and you can apply to multiple schools
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What is Holistic Review?

• Holistic review looks at the entire student in and out of the classroom
• The review committee will examine the traditional test scores and 

classroom grades, but will also assess the applicant’s achievements, work 
experience, extracurricular activities, essays and more

• It looks at who the student is in their heart and in their head
• Pro: It provides colleges an expanded look at a student beyond the 

traditional
• Con: It takes longer to receive admissions decisions as the committees 

take adequate time to review 
• While some schools still have auto-admit based on numbers, more and 

more are incorporating the holistic process to round out their student 
body
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College Apps in SchooLinks

• College apps must be added to SchooLinks in order to request 
transcripts, recommendations and application fee waivers and so 
that counselors can complete required Common App 
documentation

• Adding a college application to SchooLinks will automatically trigger 
a transcript request
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College Apps in SchooLinks

• Expanded view of College Applications page
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Student marks off application 
‘parts’ as they are completed

Student adds request for 
teacher, as needed or required 

Counselor or Registrar completes 
these tasks, depending on how 

student applied



Brag Sheet 
Requirement for 
LORs
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Ranking, Transcripts and College Apps
• FBISD provides rank and quartile to a student separate from the transcript

• The rank document will be provided to colleges from SchooLinks
• Rank will not be included on the transcript as articulated in the rank policy EIC 

Local 
• Students are allowed the ability to provide this information to the colleges of 

their choice and the opportunity to submit this information with scholarship 
applications via the Rank/Quartile Notification document

• Seniors were ranked 9/26/2025
• A transcript was also ran that includes all coursework up to and including summer 2025
• This transcript and rank will be used for most college applications

• Students will have the ability in SchooLinks to select if they want their rank 
shared with colleges

• Please note that once a student has selected this option, they cannot change it
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Transcripts 
• Official Transcripts needed for Scholarships/NCAA/NAIA must be 

requested in SchooLinks. To do this, click the "Student" tab, click 
"Record Request", then click "Send official Transcript".
oOur registrar should process this request within 1 week.

• Need a Dual Credit or UT OnRamps Transcript? Request directly 
through HCC or UT for each school you are applying to AFTER you 
finish all of your HCC/UT classes.

• FBISD Policy: A student/parent cannot request an official transcript 
to be handed to them. They may only access unofficial ones through 
Skyward.
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Scholarships and 
Financial Aid



What are Scholarships?

• Scholarships are free money that the student does not have to pay back
• They can bridge the gap between the Cost of Attendance (COA) and the 

amount of money the student has saved for college or trade school
• Academic scholarships are based on GPA, test scores and academic 

achievements
• Merit scholarships stem from success in sports, arts or community service
• Needs-based scholarships support students who demonstrate financial 

need
• Specialized scholarships are targeted at specific demographics, majors or 

career paths
• Scholarships can be funded by colleges or external organizations such as 

the Houston Rodeo
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Scholarships
https://bit.ly/scholarships
ACHS
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https://bit.ly/scholarshipsACHS
https://bit.ly/scholarshipsACHS


Finding Scholarships in SchooLinks

https://youtu.be/E8CrYTK3878?feature=shared
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https://youtu.be/E8CrYTK3878?feature=shared


Applying for the FAFSA/TASFA
• Free Application for Federal Student Aid or Texas Application for 

State Financial Aid
• Enables students to apply for

• Loans
• Grants
• Scholarships
• Work-study programs

• Both open on October 1
• Apply by January 15th to get priority aid!

• All seniors will complete a FAFSA, TASFA, or opt-out form as a 
graduation requirement 
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FAFSA Eligibility for Non-U.S. Citizens
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• U.S. National 
o Includes natives of American Samoa or Swains Island

• U.S. Permanent Resident with a Form I-551 OR I-151
o Permanent Resident Card, Resident Alien Card, or Alien Registration Receipt Card, also known as a 

"green card."
• Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) from U.S. Citizen & Immigration Services(USCIS) 

showing one of the following
o Refugee
o Asylum Granted
o Conditional Permanent Resident
o Cuban-Haitian Entrant
o Conditional Entrant (Valid only if issued before April 1, 1980)
o Parolee
o Modified Parolee

 Ukrainian Citizens & nationals paroled into the U.S. between 2/24/22 & 9/30/24
 Afghan Citizens & nationals paroled into the U.S. between 7/31/21 & 9/30/23



FAFSA Eligibility for Non-U.S. Citizens
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• Hold a T nonimmigrant status (T-visa) or your parent holds a T-1 
nonimmigrant status

• Battered immigrant-qualified alien who is a victim of abuse by your 
citizen or permanent resident spouse, or you are the child of a person 
designated as such under the Violence Against Women Act

• You are a citizen of the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, or the Republic of Palau. 
o If this is the case, you may be eligible for only certain types of federal student aid

 `Eligible for Federal Pell Grants, Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grants, & Federal 
Work study

• Certain Native American students born in Canada with a status under the 
Jay Treaty of 1794 may also be eligible for federal student aid.



Highlights



Celebratory Wall
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Any student who is accepted 
to a college or trade school, 
or who gets hired for a job, 
can take a celebratory photo 
in front of this backdrop!
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Senior 
Information



Senior Activities

54

• Panoramic Shot
• Winter Brunch
• Senior Dinner
• Senior Trip
• Senior Field Day
• Powderpuff
• Prom
• Senior Sunset
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ACHS Senior Information Website
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https://www.fortbendisd.com/Page/189367

https://www.fortbendisd.com/Page/189367


College & Career 
Readiness Events



Events
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• ACHS will also have its 
own college fair November 
12th 5-7pm!

• Financial Aid Workshop will 
be Oct 22nd from 5-7pm.
oMake sure to create your 

FAFSA accounts before the 
event!



Rep Visits
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ACHS CCR Center Newsletter

• 10/28 (3rd Pd): US Air Force Registration Link
• 11/6 (4th-Lunch): Sam Houston Registration Link
• 11/11 (3rd Pd): SFA Registration Link
• 2/10 (3rd Pd): Blinn Registration Link

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRUoovtVk/KLQuVF-gdzFM8qvIWTjngA/view?utm_content=DAGRUoovtVk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h34030b2213
https://app.schoolinks.com/events/VWP5pY/k12-user/redirect/
https://app.schoolinks.com/events/V98YoX/k12-user/redirect/
https://app.schoolinks.com/events/EoDoyb/district/53/member/redirect/?schoolId=67252
https://app.schoolinks.com/events/VXaLz2/k12-user/redirect/


Scan to save 
as a contact 
card in your 
phone!



 Let's Get Ready for Senior Year!
Class of 2026 — This is YOUR time!

    Know your goals
 Stay organized

           Ask questions early
            Meet your deadlines

           Enjoy the moments

Whether you're headed to college, the military, a 
career, or still figuring it out — senior year is about 

setting yourself up for success.

 I'm here to support you every step of the way. 


	Senior Parent Meeting
	What Do You Want to Do?
	SchooLinks – Where all Roads Lead
	REQUIRED SchooLinks Tasks
	How to Setup College Application Manager
	Military 
	Military Service
	Interested in taking the ASVAB?
	Career
	Considering going into the Workforce?
	So What Should I Do…and When?
	March-August 2025
	September-October 2025
	November 2025 - February 2026
	March 2025 - May 2026
	Helpful Handouts
	Senior Timeline
	College Information Tracker
	Automatic Admission Requirements
	Making a List of Colleges and Trade Schools in SchooLinks
	How To Make A College List
	College Admissions and Enrollment Exams
	College Entrance Exams
	Slide Number 24
	Apply for F/R Lunch!
	College Enrollment Benchmarks
	CCMR Cords
	Texas College Bridge
	Creating Your Application
	College Application Platforms
	Helpful YouTube Videos
	Slide Number 32
	The College Application Process
	College Application Process
	College Application Deadline Types
	What is Holistic Review?
	College Apps in SchooLinks
	College Apps in SchooLinks
	Brag Sheet Requirement for LORs
	Ranking, Transcripts and College Apps
	Transcripts 
	Scholarships and Financial Aid
	What are Scholarships?
	Scholarships
	Finding Scholarships in SchooLinks
	Applying for the FAFSA/TASFA 
	FAFSA Eligibility for Non-U.S. Citizens
	FAFSA Eligibility for Non-U.S. Citizens
	Highlights
	Celebratory Wall
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Senior Information
	Senior Activities
	Slide Number 55
	ACHS Senior Information Website
	College & Career Readiness Events
	Events
	Rep Visits
	Scan to save as a contact card in your phone!
	🎓 Let's Get Ready for Senior Year!
Class of 2026 — This is YOUR time!�
    ✅ Know your goals� ✅ Stay organized�          ✅ Ask questions early�            ✅ Meet your deadlines�          ✅ Enjoy the moments�
Whether you're headed to college, the military, a career, or still figuring it out — senior year is about setting yourself up for success.
� I'm here to support you every step of the way. 💼🎓




